AS English Literature

L6(CG): Pinter’s The Birthday Party
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Act Two, p.37-44
Look again at the first eight pages of Act Two, featuring Stanley and McCann, and then also Petey and Goldberg:
· What is Pinter’s purpose in having McCann tearing newspaper into strips? What effect does this activity have in pages 37-42? 
· Describe other aspects of McCann’s behaviour on pages 37-42. How does he behave towards Stanley? Provide quotations that illustrate and support what you say.
· Describe Stanley’s reaction to McCann (p.37-42). Does Stanley’s approach to McCann change tack at any point?
· How and why does the mood of the drama change upon Goldberg and Petey’s entrance? Identify key quotations in support of your answers. 
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